[Acute and chronic effects of vasodilators in a case of chronic recurrent pulmonary embolism].
A 65-year-old man was admitted to our hospital because of shortness of breath on exertion. As the results of examinations including pulmonary angiography, pulmonary perfusion scan and pulmonary ventilation scan, we diagnosed the case as chronic recurrent pulmonary embolism. Although the patient received thrombolytic therapy by a tissue plasminogen activator (t-PA), there was no noticeable improvement. However, oxygen and vasodilator therapy had marked effective on the hemodynamics. In chronic pulmonary embolism, vasodilators are generally not considered to be effective for improvement of hemodynamics. However, if the acute effects of vasodilators were confirmed, we should try to administer them while paying attention to possible adverse effects.